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Email - info@irvinestownps.enniskillen.ni.sch.uk
Website - www.irvinestownps.co.uk


SEPTEMBER 2022 NEWSLETTER

Dear Parent, 

Welcome back to school. It is hard to believe the Summer is over! 
A special welcome to all our new pupils – 27 pupils in P1, Melody in P3, Anna and Alfie in P4, and Mickayla in P6. We look forward to working with you, the parents, to ensure the very best learning experience for all our pupils. 
We have a few changes to working patterns. Mrs Wright and Mrs Woods are reducing to a four day week and Mrs Sowden is working three days per week.  We also welcome some new members of staff – Mrs Guida – temporary SEN classroom assistant and Mrs McElroy – teacher in P5 on Thursdays and Fridays and P7on Wednesdays. I will be teaching in P2 on a Monday and on a Wednesday, Thursday and Friday afternoon in P1. 
P1 Mrs Gray, Mrs Read with additional classroom assistant support throughout the day
P2 Mrs Wright, Mrs Read, Mrs Bratton, Mrs Guida 
P3 Mrs Martin
P4 Mrs Harron, Miss Trimble, Mrs Ellis 
P5 Mrs Sowden, Mrs McElroy, Mrs Griffin 
P6 Mrs Bradshaw, Mrs Johnston, Miss Allen, Mrs Kathro
P7Mrs Woods, Mrs McElroy Mrs Farrell, Ms Noble
Engage support teacher Mrs McCutcheon
We are delighted to announce the safe arrival of Ms Irvine’s new baby daughter Isla. We wish Laura, Scott and baby Isla every blessing.
We welcome back Mrs Woods from her maternity leave and look forward to the safe arrival of Mrs Crozier’s new baby. 
Mrs Wilson has resigned from her post as SEN classroom assistant. She has been a member of staff for many years and we thank her for her service and we wish her well in the future. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]LIVING WITH COVID
Thankfully government/health and safety measures are more relaxed and we are hoping to return to pre-covid routines as far as possible. Covid has not gone away, however we are having to live with it in our community. We ask you to follow government advice if you suspect that your child has covid. We want to avoid the spread of covid throughout our school as much as possible. The government guidance is as follows:

SYMPTOMS OF A RESPIRATORY INFECTION

The symptoms of COVID-19 and other respiratory infections are very similar.
Respiratory infections can spread easily between people.
It is important to be aware of symptoms so you can take action to reduce the risk of spreading your infection to other people.

Symptoms of respiratory infections including COVID-19:

· continuous cough    
· high temperature, fever or chills
· loss of or change in, your normal sense of taste or smell
· shortness of breath
· unexplained tiredness, lack of energy
· muscle aches or pains that are not due to exercise
· not wanting to eat or not feeling hungry
· headache that is unusual or longer lasting than usual
· sore throat, stuffy or runny nose
· diarrhoea
· feeling sick or being sick

WHAT TO DO IF YOU HAVE SYMPTOMS

COVID-19 testing is no longer recommended for most people if they develop symptoms.
Testing is advised for some specific groups. Only people in these groups can order free lateral flow tests.
If you have symptoms of a respiratory infection including COVID-19 and have a high temperature or do not feel well enough to go to work or carry out normal activities, you should stay at home and avoid contact with other people.

Do this until you no longer have a high temperature (if you had one) or until you feel better.

Avoid close contact with anyone you know to be at higher risk, especially individuals with a weakened immune system.

If you've been asked to attend a medical or dental appointment in person, tell them about your symptoms before you attend.

Do not visit others in a health or social care setting if you have symptoms.

You may wish to ask friends, family or neighbours to get food and other essentials for you.
You should tell people you have recently been in contact with that you're feeling unwell. This means they can be aware of signs or symptoms.

If you are concerned about your symptoms, they are worsening, or you can no longer manage at home, seek medical advice by contacting your GP. In an emergency dial 999.


ADVICE FOR THOSE WHO TEST POSITIVE

If you have a positive COVID-19 test result, it's very likely that you have COVID-19 even if you do not have symptoms. This means you can pass on the infection.

If you have a positive COVID-19 test result, you should follow the advice below:

· stay at home and avoid contact with other people for five days after the day of the test, or from the day symptoms started (whichever was earlier) as children, tend to less infectious than adults, this period is reduced to three days for children and young people under 18 years of age
· as a precautionary measure, you should avoid contact with people you know to be at higher risk from COVID-19 for 10 days especially those with a weakened immune system to make sure you are no longer infectious
· do not visit others in a health or social care setting during this 10 day period
· continue to take precautions, such as regularly washing your hands and wearing a face mask, particularly in crowded indoor places
· let everyone in your household know about your positive COVID-19 test result as COVID-19 is infectious for up to two days before you begin to feel unwell, or the date of your test and it can take up to 10 days for infection to develop in close contacts
· tell anyone you had close contact to be aware of signs or symptoms during this time.

ATTENDANCE AND PUNCTUALITY
School attendance has dipped significantly since the beginning of the Covid-19 pandemic. We really want a concerted effort to ensure children are at school every day, unless they are unwell. Every day counts! As per our attendance policy we must record all pupils whose attendance is below 90%. From the beginning of September, we will be monitoring pupil attendance closely and strictly following our school attendance policy. This mentions referral to the Education Welfare Officer if attendance remains below 90%. Holidays during term time cannot be approved, and work will not be provided for those who choose who go on holidays during term time. 
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It is also important that children are in school by 9.05am and ready to learn. If children arrive at school late and class has started it is very unsettling for them as they may miss important messages and teaching. Please, please arrive on time.

MORNING PROCEDURES 
Thank you to all of you who took the time to respond to our parent survey at the end of last year. The response was high and the feedback extremely positive. 
One of the things that parents wanted to keep was the ‘drive-through drop-off’ in the mornings. So we will continue to operate this system. Pupils should arrive in school between 8.45 and no later than 9.05 am. There will be supervision at the front at this time to ensure the pupils enter school safely. 
Y1 parents who wish to accompany their children on their first day into class should park in the car park (1/2 way up the hill on the left). After day 1 please prepare your children for the drop off and leave policy. 

SETTLING IN POLICY
Children are encouraged to develop independence as soon as possible. In the interests of Child protection, no parents of pupils in P2 – P7 are permitted to walk their child to their classroom or playground at any time.

BREAKFAST CLUB
Breakfast club is available in school from 8.30 – 8.45am. Only children who wish to avail of breakfast club should be in school before 8.45 am.  If pupils want to avail of breakfast club they must be in school at 8.30am. 

Breakfast Club Prices

Cereal 40p
Toast 40p per slice 
Hot Chocolate 40p 
Tea / coffee 40p



8.45-9.05am
Please remember this is preparation and planning time for teachers. Teachers are unavailable at this time except for emergencies. If you have any messages to pass on we would prefer if you could email info@irvinestownps.co.uk  marked FAO the child’s teacher rather than leave a message with any member of staff to pass on.  

COLLECTION POLICY
No child in Foundation Stage or Key Stage 1 is permitted to walk home unaccompanied by an adult. 
Cars are not permitted to park along the front of the school. This area is reserved for buses and drop-off only.
P1 children are brought to the front door of the school for collection at 12.30p.m. (until 30th September) and 1.55p.m. (3rd Oct to 30th June) P2 children are brought to the front door of the school for collection at 2.15 p.m.
P3 – P7 are brought to the front of the school by staff, for buses / collection at 3p.m. 
Early collection, before 3p.m. is strongly discouraged
In the interest of Child Protection, parents must report to the office if they arrive to collect a child early. The secretary will telephone the teacher and the child will come to the office. 
Staff members are on duty at the bus lines, at the entrance to the school carpark and the gate.
It is helpful and reduces anxiety if children know their afternoon arrangements before they come to school. 
Children should be collected promptly from After-Schools Clubs


HOME TIME 
The Y1 day finishes at 12.30pm for the month of September. The Y2 day ends at 2.15pm. A drive up and wait in the queue system will continue so that parents will drive up the hill and wait until they reach the front of the queue and your child will be brought over to your car.

Y3-7 day will finish at 3pm. Children from Y5-7 are permitted to walk as long as the proforma re: walking home is signed. 

We encourage parents to use the school car park as buses will be travelling up the hill at 3pm. If your child has a pass for the EA bus, please endeavour to use it as often as possible. Many buses drive off empty from the front of the school, and if buses aren’t used we could lose this service.

There will be adult supervision at the school gate and the car park entrance. 
Parents who walk to meet their children should wait at the car park entrance and your child will walk down to meet you here. Please do not wait at the front door to ensure pupil safety.

It is very important that children are aware of their routines prior to school e.g. who is collecting them/if they are staying for an after school club etc. Try to avoid ringing school with a message regarding how children should travel home. Some days we have a lot of phonecalls between 2.30 and hometime specifying how particular children should travel home and this could be easily avoided with a reminder before going to school. 

SCHOOL APP
Parents – please download our school app available from the app store https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/school-jotter-2/id1353760196            
or google play 
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.webanywhere.schooljotter.containerApp&hl=en_GB&gl=US

Select school jotter then select Irvinestown Primary School. This will be our main method of communication about changes to routine and up-coming events. Ensure you download the app to keep informed. 

MONEY
SCHOOL MEALS
The price of school meals is £2.60 per day, £13 per week. Please pay dinner money on a Monday, even if you only intend for your child to have dinner on selected days. It is very helpful if you send the right change in a named envelope. I have enclosed a menu. This menu operates on a four-week cycle. Week 2 of the menu begins on Monday 5th September. 

MILK
Milk is available for all pupils every day at breaktime. Money is due at the beginning of every term. Term 1 costs £15. Please pay on or before Monday 12th September.
 

SCHOOL CONTRIBUTIONS 

£20 for one child             £25 for 2	 £30 for 3 or more children
Please pay on or before 10th October.
 
HEALTHY LIFESTYLE
We encourage you, as always to develop healthy habits in your children. Pupils are encouraged to bring a bottle of water (with a sports cap) to school daily. Drinking water maximises learning.
We allow children to have water at all times but please note this is water only – no fruit drinks/dilutable fruit squash/fizzy drinks/energy drinks.

Exercise forms an important element of a Healthy lifestyle. Please ensure all children have a coat with a hood as they will be expected to go outside at morning, break and lunch every day even in light rain/snow etc. 

HEALTHY BREAK 
The school kitchen are offering the opportunity to buy breaktime snacks again. 


Half Bagel 40p
Piece of fruit 40p

Fruit salad 40p
Bottle of water 50p


The kitchen like to know on a Monday the numbers taking break for the week so they can ensure they have adequate supplies. Please send order in a sealed envelope with the requirements written on. 

We continue to award house points for healthy breaks. Remember if a child brings something deemed unhealthy e.g. crisps, sweets or cereal bars which have a lot of sugar they forfeit their house points even if they also have an apple, yogurt etc. Monday and Friday are fruit days and the school kitchen will be only be offering fuit and water.  Children are expected to only eat fruit on these days for break. 
Y1/2 parents please be mindful that young children do not need a large break – 1 or 2 small items are sufficient. If they eat too much for break they are not ready for their lunch.
 
MOBILE PHONES
Pupils should not bring mobile phones to school. The school accepts NO liability for the loss or damage of any electronic device. 

LABELS 
Ensure that all items of clothing likely to be removed during the school day are clearly labelled (check and refresh throughout the year as necessary) This should be extended to other personal property e.g. pencil case and contents.



HOMEWORKS 
We have noticed that there has been a decline in the signing of homeworks, particularly with the rise of online activities due to Covid, however please remember that all written homework should be signed by a parent each night. Even if your child completes their homework at an after school club/child minder/ grandparent we ask you to check it over and discuss with your child. Please check that it is completed to a satisfactory standard. If your child has experienced difficulty with the homework please let the teacher know.

FERMANAGH SHOW
Well done to everyone who participated in the annual show. We were very proud of all your entries. Congratulations to our prize winners- details will follow in next month’s newsletter. 

AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS
In our Parent and Pupil survey we asked about after school clubs and the vast majority were in favour of continuing to provide clubs. Please try to encourage your child in Y4-7 to attend  clubs if possible. Dates of After School Clubs will follow shortly.

E-NEWSLETTERS
We have a list of parents who received the e-version of the newsletter previously. If you would like added to this list, please fill in the attached proforma. 
If your email has changed or if you have not been receiving the school newsletter, please let us know.

Intimate care – P1
Please complete the proforma giving us consent to change your child if the need arises. This consent will last for seven years.

AQE/GL TRANSFER TEST information for Y7

Enniskillen Royal Grammar and Omagh Academy will be using the AQE test. The dates of the three assessments are Saturday 19th November, Saturday 26th November and Saturday 3rd December 2022 at 10am.
Applications opened on Wednesday 4th May 2022 and will close on Friday 23rd September at 4pm and are available via this link https://aqe.org.uk/applications-for-registration-2022-2023/ 
Parents/Guardian will need the following three elements to complete their application, as well as having a completed application form:
· A recent photograph of your child (can be taken straight from a mobile device and uploaded)
· A scanned copy of your child’s birth certificate (long or short version) or a scanned copy of the id page of their passport.
· Payment of the registration fee (£60.00). Parents/guardians of a child who is entitled to Free School Meals, and who provide evidence of such entitlement, will not have to pay the fee.

Mount Lourdes/St Michael’s College will be using the GL entrance assessment.

The GL Entrance Assessment will be held on Saturday 12th November 2022.
The Entrance Assessment registration period runs from Wednesday 4th May 2022 until Friday 23rd September 2022 (2:00 pm). Registration Packs are now available from the website http://pptcni.com/index.php?view=article&id=58 

Parents/Guardian filling in the Form should
• Use black ink only.
• Write clearly in BLOCK CAPITALS.
• Attach a recent passport sized photograph of your child for identification purposes, with the child’s full name and date of birth written clearly on the back.
• Include a birth certificate (not a photocopy) to verify the child’s date of birth. 
• Sign and date the form where indicated.
• If you have difficulty completing the form, advice may be obtained from any school on the list of participating schools.  There is no cost for this test. 

SACRAMENTS FOR ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH - P4 AND P7 PUPILS
If you wish for your child to be prepared for sacraments, please contact the Sacred Heart, Devenish Parish Office on 028 686 28600 Mon-Fri 9.30-1.30 before Monday 13th September to register your child. Please note we only provide information received to those children who are listed as Roman Catholic on our Sims collection page. 

FREE SCHOOL MEALS AND UNIFORM CLOTHING ALLOWANCE
Should you wish to apply for Free School Meals and Uniform, the following website
www.eani.org.uk/i-want-to/fsm/ will provide all you need along with criteria and the process. If you think you are eligible please apply as eligibility for Free School Meals entitles you to other benefits such as uniform allowance, free music tuition, no AQE charge and so on. It also benefits the school financially. You were able to apply from 6th June 2022.
[image: ]
 
Please note during the peak processing period of June to September it may take up to 6 weeks to process your claim. Please see the timeline below and note that if your application was received after 31st July it may not be processed in time for 1st September.
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Please note children cannot avail of free school meals until school has received notification from the EA and therefore meals must be paid for until this has been received.

TRANSPORT APPLICATIONS
You are not required to reapply each year unless there has been a change in circumstances
P1 applications for transport assistance to all schools, primary and post primary should have been completed online via the EA website at www.eani.org.uk/transportapp    
Eligibility for transport assistance to mainstream schools is based on the distance from the pupil’s home to the school at which they have been offered a place or currently attend. The qualifying distance is two miles or more for Primary, measured by the shortest available walking route door to door. 
All transport applications must be made online through the EA website. https://transport.eani.org.uk/HomeToSchool/ 

PTA
The PTA would like to encourage you to name our school P.T.A. on the easyfundraising website -  easyfundraising.org.uk. With no expense on our part, every time you shop on-line, money is raised for school. Donations are available through 3,700 on-line brands and retailers. Check out the website and /or download the mobile app and choose Irvinestown Primary School Parent Teachers Association. Thank you to all who have signed up so far. 

SCHOOL CLOSINGS
I have attached a list of school closings for this year. SDD days are Staff Development Days - staff are at school and children are on holiday.

PROFORMAS INCLUDED
· Consent for photographs and footage – Year 1-7
· Collection arrangements – Year 1 
· Collection arrangements – Year 2-7 
· Changing consent – Year 1
· Outside agencies and local trips – Year 1-7
· Medical Conditions – Y1 and Y2-7 if the condition has changed since last September 
· Request to carry medication 
· Internet agreement

Please complete and return to school as soon as possible.

CONTACT NUMBERS
Please ensure we have the most up to date contact numbers for the first, second and third contacts for your child. It is your responsibility to give us your new numbers if you change your phone or address when you move house.

I apologise for the amount of paperwork and number of signatures required but please understand that this is to ensure the very best level of safety for your child.

If you have any queries about this newsletter, please email me eread214@c2kni.net and I will do my best to help.

Garden update
During the Summer Mr David Robinson ( Board of Governors) spent a lot of time renovating our school pond. We are delighted to report that it has been given a new lease of life. We appreciate all his hard work in getting it ready for the new school year. Thank you David. 
We also await the arrival of our new poly tunnel and look forward to putting it to good use. 

Yours sincerely,

Edwina Read

JE Read (Mrs)
(Principal)










SCHOOL CLOSINGS 2022 - 2023


AUTUMN TERM 

Term Begins 					1st September 2022
Half Term					31st October, 1st, 2nd November
Staff Training				            3rd, 4th November			
Last Day of Term				21st December


SPRING TERM

Staff Training					5th January 2023
Term Begins 					6th January 
Half Term					16th & 17th February
Staff Training					20th  February
St Patrick’s Day Holiday			17th March
Last Day of Term 				4th April


SUMMER TERM

Term Begins					18th April
Early May Bank Holiday			1st May
Late May Bank Holiday 			29th May
Staff Training					5th June
Last Day of Term				30th June


On Last Day of Each Term
School Closes at 12.00(Y1 & Y2) & 12.30pm (Y3 - Y7)
Staff Training Days - School Closed
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